
 

CULLINGFORD, ERIC STANLEY 

Nationality: United Kingdom 

Rank: Trooper   Service No: 14370189 

Regiment: Royal Armoured Corps attached. H.Q. Squadron., 29th Armoured. Brigade 

Age: 20 

Date of Death: 04/08/1944 

On June 11th 1944  advance units of 29 Armoured Brigade landed on Juno Beach near Beny sur Mer. Extracts 

from THE HISTORY OF 4TH ARMOURED BRIGADE describes the following 

11th June 1944  On the open high ground between the Odon and the Orne, 29 Armoured Brigade could make no 

headway against strong opposition from tanks and SP guns, 44th Royal Tanks losing 12 tanks on one day on the 

right flank. The Germans made constant efforts to penetrate both flanks of the narrow salient in the valley of the 

Odon and north of it, the situation on several occasions being extremely confused in the thick hedgerows of the 

Bocage.   

Operation Goodwood was an Allied military operation during the Second World War lasting from 18 July to 20 

July 1944 in Normandy. It is the largest tank battle that the British Army has fought. Controversy has stemmed 

from disputes over the objective of the operation: whether it was a successful though costly limited-objective 

attack to secure Caen and pin German formations in the eastern region of the Normandy beachhead (preventing 

them from disengaging to join the counterattack against the US Operation Cobra) or a failed attempted 

breakout from the Normandy bridgehead. Allied preparatory fire was provided spectacularly by almost 1,000 

heavy and medium bombers dropping over 15,000 bombs. The German positions to the east of Caen were 

carpet-bombed and many of the villages were reduced to rubble, disrupting the German defenses. The shock 

value of the intense, short bombardment was high. However, the German artillery on the Bourgebus Ridge was 

not hit by the bombardment and was outside the range of British artillery and by chance the defenders at Cagny 

and Emieville were largely unscathed. These sites had clear fields of fire into the path of the British advance. 

Early advances by the Allied armour were made under a creeping barrage but were slow, despite encountering 

little resistance. This was primarily due to the traffic congestion noted above. But by noon the 11th Armoured 

Division's 29th Armoured Brigade had gained almost 12,000 yards. 

By the time the Caen-Vimont railway was reached the Germans had recovered from the shock of the 

bombardment. The Fife and Forfar Yeomanry lost twelve tanks at Cagny when 88mm AA guns were turned on 

them: a single hit on a Sherman was usually sufficient to reduce it to a burning wreck. The Allies slowly pushed 

through and crossed the railway line to approach the German-held ridge at Bourgebus, where they encountered 

elements of the 21st Panzer Division, the Panther battalion of the 1st SS Panzer Division and numerous towed 

guns. For most of the day only the 29th Armoured Brigade of the 11th Armoured Division was attacking. The 

159th Infantry brigade was held up clearing two villages behind the tank brigade. Self-propelled artillery did 



not accompany the tank attack. Allied fighter-bombers could not provide close support, as the RAF's forward 

control post was knocked out early on. 

The remaining two armoured divisions were still negotiating the river crossings and minefield. The Guards 

Armoured Division took all day to clear the defenders from Cagny and when they had done so, attacked in a 

divergent direction towards Vimont to the south east. Unscathed defenders with well dug in anti-tank guns 

halted them and knocked out 60 tanks. By dusk only a single tank battalion of the 7th Armoured Division was in 

action; most of the Division did not finish crossing the Orne until 10pm on the 18th and could not add its weight 

to the attack. Thus the 11th Armoured Division was carrying the attack by itself most of the day. 

The British armour, constrained by the terrain behind the start line, committed the same error that had 

characterized it in the desert. Individual tank battalions fought unsupported and in succession, rather than 

fighting together as part of all-arms battlegroups. Unsupported tank units could not easily root out dug-in 

towed guns, although a combined-arms team of tanks, infantry and self-propelled artillery might have had much 

better luck. Virtually all the ground gained was won on the morning of the 18th. 

The German armour counter-attacked late in the afternoon and fighting continued along the high ground and 

around Hubert-Folie on the 19th and 20th, bringing the attack to a halt. On the 21st July, Dempsey started to 

secure his gains by substituting infantry for armour. It is estimated that about 400 tanks were lost, including 

about half the tanks in the 29th Armoured Brigade. Infantry casualties were nearly as high as in previous 

operations; total casualties were approximately 5,500 British and Canadian soldiers. 

Eric was killed in the intense fighting around Caen a few days after this battle 

 

  He was entitled to the 1939-45 Star, the War medal 1939-45, the defence Medal & the France & Germany star  

 Son of Clifford Stanley Cullingford and Nina Juilette Cullingford, of Littlehampton, Sussex. 1901 Census 

shows his father Clifford Cullingford  aged 18 born & living at  Colchester working as a  Chemist's Assistant. 

 Commonwealth War Dead  Grave/Memorial Reference: XXV. F. 16. 

Cemetery: BAYEUX WAR CEMETERY 

The Allied offensive in north-western Europe 

began with the Normandy landings of 6 June 1944. 

There was little actual fighting in Bayeux although 

it was the first French town of importance to be 

liberated. Bayeux War Cemetery is the largest 

Commonwealth cemetery of the Second World 

War in France and contains burials brought in from 

the surrounding districts and from hospitals that 

were located nearby. BAYEUX WAR 

CEMETERY contains 4,144 Commonwealth 

burials of the Second World War, 338 of them 



unidentified. There are also 505 war graves of other nationalities, the majority German. The BAYEUX 

MEMORIAL stands opposite the cemetery and bears the names of more than 1,800 men of the Commonwealth 

land forces who died in the early stages of the campaign and have no known grave. They died during the 

landings in Normandy, during the intense fighting in Normandy itself, and during the advance to the River Seine 

in August. No. of Identified Casualties: 4219 

  

OTHER MEMORIALS Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque shows Eric S. Cullingford Tank Corps 
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